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THE NEW CONSEQUENCES OF DRINKING & DRIVING
Missouri legislators continue to crack down
on persons who drink and drive. The new
legal blood alcohol content (BAC) is .08. In
other words, now only a few drinks can cause
a person to fail the chemical or blood test.

At the time of the traffic stop, a police officer
typically asks the driver whether he or she has
been drinking. Based on this answer and the
result of a field sobriety test, the officer may
place a driver under arrest and return to the
police station for a breath test. Unless there
was a serious accident involving injuries or
| death, it is usually advisable to take the chem-
[ical test. Drivers who refuse automatically

lose their license for an entire year. Drivers

who fail the test usually face only a 30-day
| suspension, followed by a 60-day limited dri-
ving privilege. Losing one’s license or having
it suspended makes getting to and from work
difficult and sometimes impossible.

| Offenders also usually face municipal and

state traffic tickets for moving violations and
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI). A guilty
plea and conviction on a DWI charge may
mean 8 points on a driving record, a fine up to
$500 and up to six months In jail. For some-
one represented by an attorney, other disposi-
tions are usually available.

In addition, offenders must attend a Substance
Abuse Traffic Offenders’ Program. Following
a screening, most persons go to a two-day
class. SR-22 forms must be obtained from an
insurance company before any license will be
returned, ultimately leading to higher insur-
ance premiums.
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At a minimum, an offender faces a time con-
suming, inconvenient, and expensive road
to recovery. TFor incidents involving
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PROTECT YOUR IDEAS

I Iave a great idea to improve houschold
products, tools or sports equipment?
Then you might want to protect yourself, and
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published by your idea, with a Nondisclosure and Confi-
dentiality Agreement before vou attempt to
1”‘;%“1;’;%?1151: OF  sell it. Such an agreement allows you to
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approach a reputable company with your idea
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and allows the company to decide if it wants to
produce and market your product. If the com-
pany agrees to use your idea, then you may
enter into a formal written contract or licens-
ing agreement setting forth your compensation
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death or injury, jail or prison time is certain.
Now more than ever, you have great reason to
pass on that last drink and to be sure to ride
with a designated driver.

| NEED TREATMENT -- WHAT SHOULD | DO?
Victims of automobile collisions often find them-
selves in pain, but are unsure whether they should
seek medical treatment. Many victims call their
attorneys and ask what they should do. The follow-
ing questions and answers may help you should you
ever find yourself the unfortunate victim of an auto
collision,

(). What if my injuries only seem minor?

A: You should never feel embarrassed or afraid
to be checked out by a doctor. Only a doctor can
determine for sure whether your injuries are
minor or more serious. In some cases, an aulo-
mobile collision can cause a latent injury, which
is one where the symptoms do not appear right
away. Only a proper health care professional can
determine what injuries you sustained and what
treatment vou need.

. Can I see a medical doctor and a chiro-
practor at the same time?

A: Many injury victims get relief for their pain
from chiropractors. Often, juries award damages
for chiropractic treatment. A referral from a
medical doctor can help remove doubt that see-
ing your chiropractor was reasonable.

(). My doctor prescribed treatment, but I'm
reluctant to move forward. What should I do?
A: Your health care professional makes informed |
decisions regarding vour health. It is best fo
accept the advice of trained professionals when 1t |
comes to medical decisions. But, if you lack con-
fidence in your doctor’s treatment plan or advice,
seek another opinion from another doctor.
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and future marketing plan. However, if the
company passes, then the Nondisclosure and
Confidentiality Agreement prohibits the com-
pany from using your idea or product. If the
company breaches the agreement and uses the
idea anyway, then you have proof the idea is
yours and therefore take legal action.

Visit Us Online!

Fur‘ information on Personal Injury or Workers’
Compensation Claims, visit us online at

STLworkcomp.com or STLpilaw.com.

These websites will give you more information

about how to proceed with your case or you
may call us in St. Louis at {314) 961-2526 or in
Washington at (636) 239-0408.
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