NEWS

What's In a Lease?

Leases are more than just agreements between
parties for rent and property, Other provisions
include the term of the lease, cost of repairs
and the right to use common areas. Often
tenants are required to purchase liability
insurance in case someone is injured. In case
the insurance isn’t obtained, landlords typically
include “indemnity” agreements requiring ten-

| ants to protect the landlord from risk of loss.

An attorney can help vou review your next
lease agreement before it is signed. Your attor-
ney can negotiate lease terms to protect vour
interests. Obtaining legal advice before lease
issues arise is a good idea.

How Do You Solve Your Legal Problems?

The American legal sysiem offers many ways
to resolve a dispute. The most well known
method is the traditional lawsuit, Everyone is
familiar with the traditional jury trial, where
a case is submitted to jurors for deliberation
and a verdict. Unfortunately, it takes a great
deal of time to obtain trial settings and out-
comes are often unpredictable,

Arbitration and mediation are alternative forms
of dispute resolution. In arbitration, a binding
decision is reached typically by one person or a

: panel of three. In mediation, the parties come

together to discuss the issues and attempt to

| reach an amicable settlement. Mediation is non-

binding and the parties always reserve the right

| to end settlement discussions. Mediation 1s man-

| dated in federal cases and often used in state

court proceedings. In claims before the Division

| of Workers” Compensation, cases are set for

mediation prior to a final hearing,

YOU

The Law Offices of Stahlhuth & Rudder, L.C.,
has attorneys experienced in jury trials, arbitra-
tion and mediation. We routinely consider
alternative methods of dispute resolution to
solve legal problems in the most efficient and
effective manner,

Have Car, Will Get Ticket
Inevitably most people end up with traffic tick-
ets. Here are some answers to questions you
may have regarding them,

Q): What good does it do to get a lawver for
a traffic ticket?

A: In traffic cases, whether they be speeding
charges, traffic signal violations, driving

while intoxicated, or other moving violations, |

an attorney can bargain with the prosecutor,

and in many cases obtain a reduced charge. |
These efforts can potentially keep points off |
your license, convictions off your record, and |

could even prevent jail time for more serious
offenses,

Q: Why should I pay an attorney’s fee in
addition to fines and court costs. when I
could just pay the ticket and save money?

A:  Most insurance companies examing
driving records to determine insurance
rates. A conviction on your record, even for
a minor charge like speeding, can potentially
increase insurance rates dramatically. Hiring
an attorney fo handle your traffic cases
might cost a little more than simply paying
vour fine, but usually pays off in the long run
in the form of lower insurance premiums,
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HEARD IT AT THE COURTHOUSE

€eEach of you may take notes in this case

but you are not required to do so”
explains the trial court judge. *I will give
you notebooks. You may use your notes during
deliberations,” he continues. You may hear
something similar the next time you are a juror,

n Missouri, juror note taking is a recent

development. Trial judges currently decide
whether to allow jurors to take notes during a
trial. Supporters note that deliberations are
shorter when notes are available for review.
Critics argue that panel members fail to listen
to all evidence.

he Civil Jury Study Committes of the Mis-
souri Bar has recommended that jurors in
certain courts be allowed to ask questions. How-
ever, before jurors get to ask the questions, the

policy must be adopted by the Missour
Supreme Court. What question would you ask?

s trial attorneys, The Law Offices of Stahlhuth

& Rudder, L.C., closely monitors jury reform
proposals. We tailor courtroom strategy to the audi-
ence and seek out the venue with the best possible
jury panel for each case.

Visit Us Online!

ou can now visit The Law Offices of

Stahlhuth & Rudder, L.C., at two websites:
STLworkcomp.com and STLpilaw.com. These
websites coniain information about our firm as
well as answers to frequently asked questions
and links to other helpful legal-related sites. This
is a great way for us to sfay in touch with our
clients so please send your e-mail address to us
at BillStahlhuthi@ STLworkcomp.com.







